bone chisel. Intriguing in the latter context is the mention of "instrumentists" (organikoi) (e.g. pp. 60ff, 158), whose activities as technicians were sometimes the subject of criticism by medical writers, since, on occasion, their quest to perfect surgical tools seems to have taken precedence over the best interest of the patient. Their inventiveness may, perhaps, be seen, too, in certain particularly ingenious surviving surgical instruments.
The content of the papyri is sufficiently interesting to render unnecessary any attempt to push their evidence too far. Thus Marganne is wisely and refreshingly cautious throughout, most notably in her avoidance of attributing the texts to named medical authors (e.g. pp. 65-6), a temptation that past editors have often found too great to resist. Nevertheless, in one case, the early third century AD P Monac. 2.23 (pp. 96ff), there is no room for doubt, since the fragmentary text concludes with words declaring it to be the fourth book of the Surgery of Heliodorus (c. AD 60-140). Although preserving only twentysix incomplete lines, the papyrus is of the utmost importance since it is the only directly transmitted text of Heliodorus that has survived, and it sheds light both on a unique surgical matter and on Heliodorus' overall approach to surgery.
In fact, Marganne reveals that most of the papyri incorporate information that is either unique or is the earliest occurrence of a surgical matter. By underlining how incomplete is our evidence for GrecoRoman surgery the papyri therefore serve to encourage caution and humility in the interpretation of all evidence for the history of classical medicine. Helsinki, vol. 53, Helsinki, Societe Neophilologique, 1998, pp. xii, 328, $45.00 (951-45-8346-9 Embryology has a privileged place in early medical writings as an aspect of the human condition which generated interest from medicine, philosophy and theology. The Latin De spermate, edited here in English translation, takes its place within a range of separate treatises dealing with subjects such as coitus, the development of the foetus, and conception. Although much ink was spilt discussing the divergent opinions of Aristotle and Galen on the presence of female seed, the English text steadfastly refuses to enter that debate and maintains a strong belief in female seed. Indeed, to read the text in its entirety one could easily be lulled into believing that the hidden process from conception to birth was well-known and understood, with the sole exception of the relations between body/foetus and soul on which the text dwells, guided in the matter by Porphyry.
A proportionately large section of the work covers heredity. The inheritance of physical characteristics, dependent on such things as the hour of conception and the strength, quantity and quality of the parents' sperm, is laid out in detail.
